
The iPET Network Level 3 Award in Dog Walking and Pet Sitting for Professionals is designed to meet the real 

life needs and circumstances of its Candidates. It is aimed at Candidates who wish to gain the skills and 

knowledge to safely and professionally operate a dog walking or pet sitting business.  

This qualification aims to take Candidates on a journey from complete beginners to competent, professional 

and qualified dog walkers or pet sitters. Encompassing vital skills such as contingency planning, problem 

solving and communication, the qualification is a balance of theoretical and practical learning to ensure that 

vocational skills lead the qualification with underpinned knowledge developed throughout. 

As an Ofqual regulated qualification at level 3, this meets the higher standard licence requirements for those 

working in licenced establishments such as boarding kennels, doggy daycares or pet shops.

Following completion of this qualification, a learner will:

▶ Know and understand the roles and responsibilities of a professional dog walker and pet sitter. 

▶ Be able to record details of animals and clients for the purpose of pet sitting.  

▶ Know and understand the policies and procedures that need to be put in place prior to setting up a dog 

walking and pet sitting business.  

▶ Know and understand client requirements and requests when carrying out dog walking and pet sitting 

services.  

▶ Know and understand how to minimise risks when lone working as a dog walker or pet sitter.  

▶ Know and understand the requirements of current legislation and codes of practice for dog walking and pet 

sitting including transporting animals. 

▶ Know and understand a variety of breeds and behaviours typical to their breed group 

▶ Know and understand how to care for small animals that may require a pet sitting service.  

▶ Be able to observe and record behaviour demonstrated by a dog, when working as a dog walker or pet sitter. 

▶ Know and understand how to walk and control a dog.  

▶ Be able to carry out effective dog walking activities.  

▶ Know and understand potential hazards that may be experienced whilst in a small animal business.   
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▶ Understand the fundamental requirements of setting up a small animal business

▶ Understand the role of marketing in a small canine business 

▶ Understand the financial requirements of running a small animal business 

The course will run over 2 days, but there will be study to be completed before attendance. Assessment will be 

the completion of 1 workbook, 1 written exam (under exam conditions i.e.no notes or conferring) and 2 practical 

observations that consist of carrying out a behavioural observation on a dog and walking a dog safely. More 

information can be found here:

https://www.ipetnetwork.co.uk/ipet-network-canine-and-feline-qualifications/ipet-network-level-3-award-in-

dog-walking-and-pet-sitting-for-professionals/

Contact  for dates, venues and costs, or to express an interest.Kate@companionanimalcare.co.uk


